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Anixter Center (The), 2032 N. Clybourn, Chicago, IL 60614

The mission of the Anixter Center is to enhance the ability of individuals living with or at risk of
disabilities to live, learn, work, and play in the community. Each year, at dozens of locations across
greater Chicago, the Center provides an array of services to over 5,000 children and adults, including
education, employment, life skills, communication, recreation, health care, counseling, and support. Most
receiving services have a significant disability – physical, intellectual, developmental, sensory,
psychiatric - many have more than one.
Contact: Ann Thomas, Community Resources & Support/Day Mental Health 773/929-8200 ext. 284

Association House of Chicago, 1116 N. Kedzie Avenue, Chicago, IL 60651

For over 100 years, Association House has served a multi-cultural community through comprehensive,
collaborative and effective programs that promote health and wellness, and create opportunities for
educational and economic advancement. Each year, the lives of 20,000 community members are impacted
through these programs that address immediate needs and long-term goals in five service areas: 1)
Association House High School, 2) Community Services, 3) Child Welfare Services, 4) Prevention and
Educational Development, and 5) Behavioral Health Services.
Contact: Sarah Schupbach, Family Literacy Program Supervisor 773/772-7170 ext 3409

Centro Romero, 6216 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60660

Centro Romero, located on the northeast side of Chicago in the Edgewater neighborhood, is a non-profit
organization providing options and opportunities for low-income Latino and other immigrants. Services
offered include ESL and Spanish Literacy, Family Literacy, Immigration Services, and various programs
for youth and women. Through education, Centro Romero emphasizes the development of the whole
family unit, the creation of community leadership and self-reliance.
Contact: Katie Maranzana, Adult Education Program Director 773/508-5300 ext.15

Centro Sin Fronteras Community Services Network, Lincoln Methodist Church,
2009 W. 22nd Place, Chicago, IL 60608

Founded by Emma Lozano in 1987 to keep the legacy of her brother Rudy Lozano alive, Sin Fronteras is
one of Chicago’s oldest existing Mexican organizations. Centro Sin Fronteras, whose mission is to
provide outreach, education and services to principally the low-income immigrant population, is based in
Pilsen but offers services in numerous communities in Chicago as well as some suburban communities.
Contact: Pastor Emma Lozano 773-847-7282

Chicago Citywide Literacy Coalition, 641 W. Lake – Suite 200, Chicago, IL 60661

The Chicago Citywide Literacy Coalition advocates for and develops implementation strategies for
improving adult literacy and the adult basic education system via a coordinated effort to: Improve the
quality and build the capacity of adult basic education programs; foster an adult education infrastructure
that adequately transitions learners into the workforce or post-secondary education; and, promote
equitable access to quality education for all ages throughout the city.
Dena Giacometti, Program Director
312.659.1520

Chinese Mutual Aid Association, 1016 West Argyle Street, Chicago, IL 60640

Chinese Mutual Aid Association is a fast-paced organization, dedicated to fostering the integration of the
Pan-Asian immigrant and refugee community into U.S. culture. Established in 1981, CMAA has become
a cornerstone of the Uptown community, providing programming for generations of low-income youth,
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adults, and senior citizens. The Adult Education and Workforce Department provides English as a Second
Language, Financial Literacy, and Computer classes, and assists clients with transitioning into the
workforce, through workshops and individualized counseling.
Contact: Alana Slezak, Assistant Manager, Education & Employment 773/784-2900

D&H Literacy Center, 7111 S. Halsted Street, Chicago, Illinois 60621

D & H Literacy Center is a not-for-profit organization that provides reading, mathematics, computer
competency, parenting, anger management and domestic violence classes.Located in the West Englewood
neighborhood of Chicago, the Center provides learners with basic academic skill building and training to
help close the gap in state and national proficiency standards, improve worker traits which can lead to
employment, and position eligible program for participants to receive a General Education Equivalency
certificate. The Center also engages in mentoring activities that encourage self-esteem and confidencebuilding and provides parents with skills to communicate, nurture, and reinforce learning at home.
Contact: Ruth Douglas-Gillespie 773-420-3869

Instituto del Progreso Latino (IDPL), 2570 S. Blue Island, Chicago, IL 60608

IDPL is an educational organization whose mission is to contribute to the fullest development of Latino
immigrants and their families through education, training and employment. With offices in on the
southwest side of Chicago and several different service locations, IDPL offers a continuum of adult
education services from learning how to read in Spanish to the GED and onto college level classes ABE
and pre-GED classes are also offered, as is English literacy for students with less than a 6th grade
education in their first language. Also offered are computer literacy programs, internet access and
employment-readiness and job placement assistance.
Contact: Luisa Sanchez, Spanish Literacy Program Coordinator
773/890-0055

Literacy Chicago, 641 W. Lake Street, Suite 200, Chicago, IL 60661

Literacy Chicago is a nonprofit organization that empowers individuals to achieve greater self-sufficiency
through language and literacy instruction. For more than four decades, thousands of adults have
participated in the broad range of programs Literacy Chicago has developed, including basic literacy,
GED preparation, English as a Second Language. Workforce Development, and Citizenship Program.
Literacy Chicago continues its learner-focused programming by relying heavily on the efforts of
volunteer tutors, and frequently offers ancillary classes such as health literacy, computer literacy, and
financial literacy, to support the language/literacy options.
Contact: Joanne Telser-Frere, Program Manager
312/870-1100

Literacy Volunteers of Illinois (LVI), 641 W. Lake Street, Suite 200, Chicago, IL 60661

LVI is a statewide organization that is committed to developing and supporting volunteer literacy programs
that help families, adults and out-of-school teens increase their literacy skills. Founded in 1983, LVI
conducts activities in four program area – Resource and Referral, National Service, Correctional Education
and Information and Advocacy.
Jump Start at the Illinois Youth Centers (IYC)
A program of LVI that recruits retirees, especially retired teachers, to serve as tutors and mentors for
youth incarcerated in the IYC.
IYC-Chicago, 136 N. Western Avenue, Chicago, IL
Contact: Alex Dunbar, 312/857-1582
IYC-Harrisburg, 1201 W. Poplar Street, Harrisburg, IL 62946
Contact: Larry Durfee, 618/252-8681 Ext. 122
IYC-Warrenville, 30 W 200 Ferry Road, Warrenville, IL 60555
Contact: Teresa Urfer, 630/983-6231
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Literacy Works, 641 W. Lake Street, Suite 200, Chicago, IL 60661

Literacy Works’ mission is to strengthen adult literacy, parent education, and workforce development
programs by developing and providing innovative training and knowledge-sharing opportunities for
professionals and volunteers. Each year, Literacy Works trains nearly 1,000 community volunteers and
literacy provider staff who work with tens of thousands of adults enrolled in Chicago-area literacy and
employment programs. Literacy Works also provides networking opportunities program for staff and
recently developed a Clear Language Lab, which is a consulting group that works with organizations to
deliver their message in a clear way to help ensure that the people who need the information can actually
understand it.
Contact: Becky DeForest Program Coordinator, 773/334-8255

Sunshine Community Services Center, 701 May Street, Kewanee, IL 61443

The Sunshine Community Services Center (SCSC) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization that provides a
variety of educational programming and other support services to children and families.i\n the west
central Illinois city of Kewanee. The SCSC is the sponsor of the Step Ladder Tutoring Program which
operates in the city’s Middle Schools and through its CAPE-E (Communities Advancing Potential
through Education and Empowerment) program, which is a collaboration with LVI, serves as a volunteer
connector for various community agencies in the city of Kewanee. As part of its CAPE-E program,
SCSC has nine AmeriCorps serving in educational and empowerment capacities in the Step Ladder
Tutoring Program, Salvation Army, YMCA and Abilities Plus, which is an agency service individuals
with disabilities. A small but mighty force, the SCSC earned for Kewanee a Governor’s Hometown
Award in 2017.
Contact: Etta LaFlora, Executive Director, 309-853-7751

Waubonsee Community College, Adult Literacy Project, 18 S. River, Aurora, IL 60506

Waubonsee Community College (WCC) is a public, comprehensive community college. The philosophy
of WCC is based on the premise that education is the cornerstone of a literate, democratic society; that
learning is a lifelong process; and that the pursuit of knowledge must be supported by institutional
policies that demonstrate the values of quality, value, innovation, service and accessibility. The Adult
Literacy Project (ALP), which provides one-on-one and small group instruction to adult learners with the
lowest-level literacy skills through trained volunteers, is an integral part of WCC’s mission to provide
educational access to all district residents. The ALP is housed within the colleges Adult Education
Division which also offers tuition-free Adult Basic Education (ABE), High School Equivalency (HSE,
and English as a Second Language (ESL) classes.
Contact: Marques Clark, Adult Education Special Programs Manager (630) 906-4176

World Relief Chicago, 3507 W. Lawrence Avenue, Chicago, IL 60625

World Relief-Chicago’s mission is to engage communities to foster dignity and wholeness for immigrants
and refugees in transition. English language and literacy development to obtain employment and
integrate more fully into the Chicago community is a key avenue that World Relief uses to accomplish its
mission. Education services include intensive English Language Training part-time ESL programming,
family literacy and in-home tutoring. Also offers weekly employment preparation and cultural adjustment
training.
Contact: Mike Moline, Director of Education Services 773/681-8560 773/583-9410 (fax)

World Relief DuPage/Aurora, 191 S. Gary Avenue, Suite 130, Carol Stream, IL 60188

The mission of World Relief is to empower local churches to see the most vulnerable people transformed
economically, socially, and spiritually. World Relief DuPage/Aurora (WRDA) serves the immigrant and
refugee communities in DuPage County and greater Aurora. WRDA’s Social Services program provides
immigrants and refugees with the support and tools needed to achieve stability and move toward health
integration into their local community including case management, employment services, children and
youth services, mental health counseling, and support for WRDA’s Education/ESL programming.
Contact: Alison Bell, Program Manager, 630/462-7566

